|WOOD |N0rman Arthur |
Date of Birth 1890 Place of Birth Tooting
Date of Death 28.7.1916 |Place of Death Somme, France
Height 5ft 9in  |Weight 12st [Position  |Inside Forward |
FL FA SL SE TOTALS
Club Joined Season | A G A G A G A G A G
Bromley
Tottenham Hotspur 6.1908
Crystal Palace 9.1909 1909-10 1 0 1 0
Plymouth Argyle 8.1910 1910-11 2 0 2 0
Croydon Common 7.1911 1911-12 4 2| 13 4] 20| 12| 37| 18
Chelsea 3.1912
Stockport County 6.1913 1913-14| 37| 10 1 0 38| 10
1914-15| 21 2 1 0 22 2
Stalybridge Celtic 3.1915
Footballers' Battalion 1915
TOTALS| 58] 12 6 2| 16 4] 20| 12| 100] 30

| Internationals | None | F.A CupFinals | None Taddy 1908

Cigarette/Trade Cards
Company Year Number Series Club
Taddy 1908 N/A  |Prominent Footballers Tottenham Hotspur
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His name recorded on the Thiepval Memorial



|WOOD |N0rman Arthur |

Jottings |
Appeared for Croydon Common in 1 minor cup match, without scoring
No first team appearances for Tottenham Hotspur or Chelsea
Once played the first half of a game in goal for the Common (12-2 away at Chesham Town on 1.1.1912)
Appeared for London in 4 matches in 1907
The Plymouth Argyle handbook referred to him as "a re-instated amateur, an artistic inside-left'.
In his sixth appearance for Stockport County, he scored an own goal, conceded a penalty and missed a penalty!
Made two appearances for Stockport County Reserves in the Central League in 1913-14, scoring once against Port Vale
Died at Delville Wood while serving as Serjeant F/663 in No. 3 Company of the 17th Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment
Apparently enlisted in Chester, with his address recorded as Millbrook in Cornwall
His death is recorded on the Thiepval Memorial, near Bapaume (Pier/Face 12D) as he has no known resting place
In the 1891 Census, he is shown as 1 year old, living at 24 Rodwell Road, Camberwell with his father Benjamin (42), a Battery Sergeant Major with the Royal Artillery, his mother
Kate (34) and siblings Christiana (12), Mary (10), Alice Maud (8), Charles (6) and Joseph (4)
In the 1901 Census, he is shown as an 11 year old scholar living at 44 Mile End Road, London with his father Benjamin (52), a publican, his mother Kate (41), and sisters
Christiana (22) and Maud (18) and brothers Charles (16) and Joseph (14), together with a female servant aged 25
In the 1911 Census, he is shown as living at Rose Cottage, Brixton, Plymouth with his father Benjamin (59), an out of business publican, his mother Catherine (52), and his
brother Alec, aged 8, and his occupation is shown as "clerk to football club”, not footballer

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission records that he was the son of Benjamin and Kate Wood of 3 Laurel Villas, Dunton Green, Sevenoaks, Kent
Was baptised 4 May 1890 - but his birth still eludes discovery
His mother was born in Nova Scotia and he had siblings born in Bermuda, Gibraltar and Jersey

When reporting his death, the Athletics New said “... with his brushed dark hair and deft touches of the ball with the side of the foot, his type of play was unselfish ... for with
a crafty left foot he made openings and opportunities for colleagues. Unquestionably he was a fine initiator, but did not make the mark that he should have done.”

Footballers' Battalion - Known Appearances |

Opponents Date Venue Score Comments
Reading 04.09.1915 |Elm Park 1-0 The goal was scored by Jack Cock, who later played for the Robins
Bath City ??.09.1915 [Bath 3-2
Birmingham 30.10.1915 |St. Andrews 3-1 He played AGAINST the Battalion as Birmingham were two men short and he was "borrowed"

(With thanks to Andrew Riddoch & John Kemp, the authors of an excellent history of the Footballers' Battalion entitled When the Whistle Blows)
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Stockport County 1914-15




WOOD Norman Arthur

In 2012, an exhibition was held in Peronne in France entitled "The Missing of the Somme".
It featured one soldier who died on each of the 141 days of the battle of the Somme and Norman Wood was selected for 28 July 1916. This is his exhibit.
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Plymouth Argyle 1910-11
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His name on the Memorial at Stockport County
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Tottenham Hotspur 1908-09

His Somme 100 Poppy Memorial Card
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